
ical treatment of many, though not all, acute and
chronic maladies. In many chronic diseases it lias
proved so successful after failure of medicinal remedies,
that no case should, be yielded up as hopeless until hy-drotherapy in some form has been tried."
This evening I have endeavored to show that ¡i

rational, cautious use of water in the treatment of manyintractable diseases is free from shock or other un-
pleasantness, and leads to surprising results.

RecentLiterature

Geographical Pathology: An Inquiry into the Geo-
graphical Distribution of Infective and Climatic
Diseases. By Andrew Davidson, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
Ed., etc. Vol. 1, Europe, Northern and Western
Asia, India, Ceylon, Burma; Vol. II, South-eastern
Asia, Indian Archipelago, Australia and Polynesia,
Africa, America. New York : D. Appleton & Co.
1892
The object of this work, as stated iu the introduc-

tion, is to sketch the geographical distribution of infec-
tive and climatic diseases, and to trace the influence
of temperature, rainfall, altitude, and soil conditions
on their prevalence, character, and epidemic spread.
Organic diseases of the heart, kidneys and nervous

system, which are not, as a rule, caused by infection
and are not materially influenced by soil and climate,
are only noticed when their exceptional prevalence in
a particular country or locality appears to be the re-
sult of infective processes or of climate.
Even with the limitation to infective and climatic

diseases, the two royal octavo volumes — one of 500
and the other of 1000 pages

—

give little enough spacefor the execution of the task which the author set for
himself.
Wherever accessible, the author has drawn his in-

formation from tho official returns of the statistical
departments of the different countries. For instance,
for the United States

—

to which about 75 pages are
given —the source of information is the census of 1880 ;
and the labors of Dr. J. S. Billings on that census areduly recognized. Indebtedness to llirsch's "Handbuch
der historisch

—

geographischen Pathologie," aud to
Lombard's '" Traité de Climatologie Médicale," are
frankly acknowledged.
The author was formerly visiting and superintending

surgeon in the civil hospital, and professor of chemistry
iu the royal college at Mauritius. He has written the
most important work on the geographical distribution of
infective and climatic diseases in the English language.

The pages contain, of course, a great quantity of
statistical matter, which, as far as our examination has
gone, seems to bo generally correct. The author is
apparently content to quote at second-hand, even when
the original must have been accessible. For instance,
the reference to Dr. Bowdiich's law of soil-moisture
for consumption in the New England States is taken
from Hirsch. It is true that one can quote from
Hirsch with more confidence than from many so-called
authorities ; but an evident personal study of the
original on the part of the author, inspires more con-
fidence in the reader who fails to see the advantage of
having a statement filtered from the English language
through the German and back into English.

The hook contains much valuable information, and
should be of great assistance in aiding medical men
and others to look at the diseases treated of in a large
way.

Influenza ; its Pathology, Symptoms, Complications
and Sequels ; its Origin and Mode of Spreading ;
and its Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Treatment. By
Julius Althaus, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Lond.). Second
edition, much enlarged. London : Longmans & Co.
1892.
The second edition of this book goes into the sub-

ject somewhat more fully than the lirst, and has ap-
pended a considerable bibliography of the subject.
The author puts the word influenza on the title-page,
but uses the terms grip, gripped and grippal in the
text. The term grip is used in ils pure English signifi-
cation. The word is in many ways more convenient,
more concise than influenza; they are neither of them
altogether satisfactory.
The author has had a large and interesting experi-

ence with the nervous complications of influenza. He
accepts the theory of contagion, but avoids any expla-
nation of the serious contradictions and really difficult
problems with which that theory leaves us confronted.
A Pocket Medical Dictionary. Giving the Pronuncia-
tion and Definition of about 1,200 of the Principal
Words used in Medicine and the Collateral Sciences.
By George M. Gould, A.M., M.D. Philadelphia :

P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1892.
This dictionary is as condensed as is consistent with

good printing. The definitions are almost all of them
made so short that one word takes only one line. It
is neat, compact and could not fail to be of practical
value to any physician. It is not, of course, intended
to take the place of a larger medical dictionary, as noword is described iu more than ten or a dozen words.
Complete tables are given of doses, the muscles and
nerves of the body, and of the more common bacteria.
Atlas of Clinical Medicine. By Byrom Bramwell,
M.D., F.R.C.P. (Edin.). Vol. II, Part I. Edin-
burg : Printed by T. & A. Constable at the Univer-
sity Press. 1892.
We have already noticed the different, parts of the

first volume of this work. With the present part the
author enters upon the second volume. This part treats
of Scrofula, with two plates ; Unilateral Hypertrophy
of the Skull, with two plates ; Measles, with one plate ;
Alterations in the Fields of Vision, their clinical
significance and importance, with two illustrative cases
and perimeter charts showing alterations in the fields
both for white and for colors in cases of hemianopaia.
Iu additiou there are plates showing the naked-eye ap-
pearance of the brain in two cases of lesion of the half-
vision centre ; a series of transverse vertical sections
through the brain in a case of lesion of the half-vision
centre ; perimeter charts showing the fields both for
white and for colors in cases of central amblyopia and
lead poisoning ; the cutaneous eruption of secondary
syphilis.
The second volume will bo issued in three instead

of four fasciculi, will contain at least 128 folio pages,
and at least thirty plates. The author expresses the
hope that the profession throughout the world will
support him iu his arduous and (financially) serious
undertaking.

.
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